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Code: FLMD-312:41    

Course title:  Spiritual systems in Peter Greenaway’s films 

Course convenors: Tibor Hirsch  
 

Class time and place: Tuesday 12 30-14 00;  Múzeum krt. 6-8, Ground Floor, Room - 137 

Course type: Lecture and practical work  

Course content: Peter Greenaway used to build very different sets of symbols in his films, 
experimenting with the allegorical systems of astrology and alchemy or using 
culture-historical paradigms and different mythological realms. These are all 
hidden both in vision and narratives: making his films complex riddles worth 
solving – sometimes in very different ways. This unique possibility not only 
makes his films interesting, but it gives us a good excuse to think about the 
future of motion picture, for which Greenaway ‘s pieces certainly do provide 
one fascinating alternative.  
During the course these “sets of symbols” will be studied and these movie-
alternatives of the future will be imagined – obviously through profound film-
analysis.      
 

Requirements: Students are expected to take active part in analysing and decoding films, to 
volunteer for presentations focusing either on particular pictures of Peter 
Greenaway or following motives through a set of films.  An obligatory essay 
will be presented shortly after the end of the course –  the topic of which being 
chosen by the students from a list of alternative titles (cc. 10000 letters long)  
Not more than 3 missed classes are accepted.  
 

Films to see A rajzoló szerződése (The Draughtsman’s Contract, 1982) 
ZOO-ban (A Zed & Two Noughts, 1985) 
Az építész hasa (The Belly of an Architect, 1987) 
Számokba fojtva (Drowning by Numbers, 1988) 
A szakács, a tolvaj, a feleség és a szeretője,  (The Cook, the Thief, His Wife & 
Her Lover, 1989) 
Prospero könyvei (Prospero's Books, 1991) 
A maconi gyermek (The Baby of Mâcon, 1993) 
Párnakönyv (The Pillow Book, 1996) 
8 és 1/2 nő (8½ Women, 1999) 
Éjjeli őrjárat (Nightwatching, 2007) 

Indicative Reading: Willoquet-Maricondi, Paula, and Mary Alemany-Galway, Peter 
Greenaway'sPostmodern/Post-structuralist Cinema, Rowman & Littlefield, 
2001 
for downloading: http://www.scribd.com/doc/53132944/Peter-Greenaway-s-
Postmodern-poststructuralist-cinema-Edited-by-Paula-Willoquet-Maricondi 
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